DEVELOPING THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS (2005)
It has been 10 years since severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) -the first emerging infectious disease of global significance in the 21st century -occurred in the Western Pacific Region in 2003. At that time, the revision process of the International Health Regulations (IHR) was underway. Implementing IHR (2005) has been a collective learning process for Member States, WHO and partners and will continue to be so. The Region is still in the middle of its journey towards achieving the common regional health security goals under IHR (2005). IHR (2005) has made a positive contribution to strengthening national capacities and has fostered more timely and transparent sharing of information on health security threats in this Region.
the Member States have validated their health emergency communications plans, policies and guidelines through an actual emergency or simulation exercise. 10 The recent large cholera outbreak in Papua New Guinea highlighted a lack of trained health care workers to respond to this event, and the article describes lessons learned that may assist in meeting this IHR (2005) core capacity. 10 Similarly, another challenge identified in the Pacific Region in IHR (2005) implementation was difficulties in assessing whether the core capacities had been met using the WHO annual
